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Bromsgrove & Redditch Athletics Club - Hardship & Financial Assistance Policy
(Aligned with England Athletics Club Standards)

1. Policy Statement
Bromsgrove & Redditch Athletics Club (BRRAC) is committed to providing inclusive access to athletics in accordance with:
· England Athletics (EA) Club Standards guidance
The Club recognises that financial hardship should not be a barrier to participation. This policy establishes a clear, fair, and confidential process for providing discretionary financial assistance to members experiencing genuine financial difficulty.
Financial assistance is not an entitlement and will be awarded at the discretion of the Club Committee, subject to available funds.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· Junior and senior athletes
· Parents/guardians of junior members
· Volunteers where financial barriers prevent participation
Support may be considered for:
· Annual club membership fees
· England Athletics registration fees
· Competition entry fees
· Essential club kit (e.g. club vest)
· Essential training equipment (where necessary)
· Club-organised events or training camps




3. Principles
In line with EA governance expectations, the Club will ensure:
· Fairness and consistency in decision-making
· Non-discrimination in accordance with the Equality Act 2010
· Confidential handling of sensitive information
· Proportionate assessment of need
· Transparent record-keeping
· Appropriate oversight by the Club Committee
The Club will not publicise or disclose recipients of hardship support.

4. Eligibility Criteria
Applications may be considered where:
· Payment of fees would cause financial strain
· There has been a significant change in financial circumstances
· The athlete demonstrates commitment and engagement with the Club
Circumstances may include (but are not limited to):
· Loss or reduction of employment income
· Low household income
· Unexpected family hardship
· Multiple children within the Club
· Temporary financial crisis
The Club may request supporting information where appropriate. However, the process will remain proportionate and sensitive.








5. Types of Assistance
Support may include:
· Full or partial fee reduction
· Staged or instalment payment plans
· Deferred payment arrangements
· Equipment loan (where available)
· Use of hardship fund reserves
All awards are:
· Time-limited
· Subject to review
· Dependent on available funds

6. Application Process
1. Applications must be submitted in writing using the Club Hardship Application Form.
2. Forms should be emailed to the Club Treasurer or Club Chair (marked confidential).
3. Applications will be reviewed by:
· Club Chair
· Club Treasurer
· One additional Committee member
4. Where a conflict of interest exists, the individual concerned will withdraw from the decision-making process.
5. A decision will normally be communicated within 14 days.

7. Confidentiality & Data Protection
All information provided:
· Will be treated as strictly confidential
· Will only be shared with decision-makers
· Will be stored securely in line with UK GDPR
· Will not be retained longer than necessary
Sensitive personal data will not be discussed outside of the review panel.

8. Funding & Governance
Hardship support will be funded through:
· Approved Club reserves
· A designated hardship fund (if established)
· Donations or sponsorship
The Committee will:
· Monitor total hardship expenditure annually
· Report anonymised figures in annual financial reporting
· Review the policy annually

9. Safeguarding Considerations
Where hardship support relates to a junior athlete:
· Parents/guardians must be involved in the application
· Any concerns identified during the process will be referred to the Club Welfare Officer in line with EA safeguarding policy

10. Appeals
If an application is declined, the applicant may request a review by writing to the Club Secretary within 14 days.
The appeal will be reviewed by Committee members not involved in the original decision. The outcome of the appeal will be final.

11. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Club Committee and updated in line with England Athletics guidance.
Approved by: BRRAC Committee
Date: [Insert Date]
Next Review: [Insert Date]





WEBSITE WORDS

Financial Hardship Support
Bromsgrove & Redditch Athletics Club is committed to ensuring that no athlete is prevented from taking part due to financial difficulty.
We can offer confidential financial support for:
· Membership fees
· England Athletics registration
· Competition entries
· Essential club kit
Support may include reduced fees, payment plans, or equipment loans.
All applications are treated in strict confidence and assessed fairly in line with England Athletics and Equality Act guidance.
To request support, please contact the Club Membership Secretary or Chair confidentially at:
📧 [Insert email address]
Financial assistance is discretionary and subject to available funds.















Bromsgrove & Redditch Athletics Club
Hardship Application Form
(Confidential)

1. Applicant Details
Name of Member:
Date of Birth (if junior):
Parent/Guardian Name (if applicable):
Address:
Email:
Telephone:

2. Assistance Requested
Please indicate what support you are requesting:
☐ Membership fee reduction
☐ EA registration fee support
☐ Competition entry support
☐ Essential kit support
☐ Payment plan
☐ Other (please specify):
Amount requested (if known): £_________

3. Reason for Application
Please briefly outline the circumstances leading to this request.
(You do not need to provide extensive personal details. Only information relevant to the request is required.)

4. Duration of Support Requested
☐ One-off support
☐ Current membership year
☐ Other (please specify):




5. Declaration
I confirm that the information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that:
· Assistance is discretionary
· Information will be handled confidentially
· Support may be time-limited and subject to review
Signed: ___________________________
Date: _____________________________
(Parent/Guardian signature required for junior members)

For Club Use Only
Date Received:
Panel Members:
Decision:
Amount Awarded:
Review Date (if applicable):
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